
 

22/01096/T56 | Application for prior approval to install a monopole with a wraparound cabinet at 
base, 3no additional ancillary equipment cabinets and associated ancillary works. | Land Adjacent 
Allotment Gardens Barton Lane Oxford Oxfordshire OX3 9JW 

The trustees of the Friends of Old Headington have considered this application and unanimously 
recommend that the city council reject it.

The proposed site is within the Old Headington Conservation Area, located in the Green Fields 
Character Area (see p. 62 of the appraisal document). Key positive characteristics of the area 
include:

• The last remnants of the green fields that once ran up to the edges of the village, now cut off from 
the countryside by the ring road

• Views from the public realm across green open spaces with visual connection to the South 
Oxfordshire countryside beyond Bayswater Brook

• Footpaths and sinuous lanes with grass verges and banks and hedgerow boundaries preserve the 
rural character of the village’s setting.  

Using information from the application the finished structure would look like this mockup, which 
we believe to be scale



The proposed structure is totally without merit in this rural setting and its appearance is at odds with 
the location.

The location in the application title is not ‘Land Adjacent Allotment Gardens’; the adjacent field is 
the a remnant of orchard land, important to the conservation of Old Headington’s character. On the 
other side of the road the land, known as ‘Barton Triangle’ is owned by the Oxford Preservation 
Trust, and is another important part of the Green Character Area.

There are errors in the planning justification statement prepared by Dot Surveying, based in 
Edinburgh. 

On page 2 of the statement it is stated,

 

In our view the opinions expressed here are worthless as there is no ‘immediate  streetscape’, the 
visual impact is overwhelming, and the site is within the conservation area, not ‘out with’. The 
attached extract from the conservation area map shows the location (blue star) of the proposed mast. 

The trustees have no objection to the development and improvement of 5G telecommunications, but 
a site for the new antenna should be found outside the conservation area, in order that the special 
nature of Old Headington village and surroundings can continue to be enjoyed by all. 

--- 

The Friends of Old Headington (FOH) was formed by a group of local residents in 1959 to protect the 
special character of Old Headington village, what is now the Old Headington Conservation Area. FOH is an 
active membership organisation with elected trustees which meet regularly to promote our aims, organise 
local community events, including an annual AGM.  



The Aims of the Friends of Old Headington include 
• retaining Old Headington as a village, with special emphasis on preserving its lanes, walls, grass 

verges, and trees; 
• ensuring that new buildings and alterations are in keeping with the existing character of the village; 
• co-operating with the Oxford Preservation Trust and the City Council in their declared policy of 

preserving the village; and 
• involving as many as possible to achieve these aims successfully 


